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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Hiroyuki NAGAO 



Application No.: 10/562,971 



Confirmation No.: 



Filed: December 29, 2005 



Art Unit: N/A 



For: SHEET FEEDER, IMAGE READING 
APPARATUS AND IMAGE FORMING 
APPARATUS 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



LETTER 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Subsequent to the filing of the above-identified application on December 29, 2005, 
attached hereto is an English translation of the Intemational Preliminary Report on Patentability 
(Form PCT/IB/373) that should be made of record in the present application. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; particularly, extension 



of time fees. 



Dated: February 14, 2006 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 




Charles Gorensteinl \ 
Registration No.: 29^1 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT/JP2004/00888 



From the INTEEINATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
TRANSMTITAL OF COPY OF INTERNATIONAL 
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(CHAPTER I OF THE PATENT COOPEI^TION 
TREATY) 
(PCT Rule 44bis.l(c)) 



Date of mailing (day/montJi/year) 

12 January 2006 (12.01 .2006) 



To: 



KOMORI, Hisao 
1 -4-34, Noninbashi 
Chuo-ku. Osaka-Shi 
Osaka 540-001 1 
JAPON 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
10746-SH-PCT 



IMPORTANT NOnCE 



International ^plication No. 
PCT/JP2004/008881 



International filing date (day/montWyear) 

24 June 2004 (24.06.2004) 



Applicant 



Priority date (dayAnoruh/year) 

01 July 2003 (01.07.2003) 



SHARP KABUSHIKI KAISHA et al 



The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the international preliminary report on patentability (Chffl)ter I of the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty) 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.+41 22 740 14 35 



Authorized officer 



Masashi Honda 



Facsimile No.-h41 22 338 70 10 



Form PCT/IB/326 (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rule 44i>w) 





Applicant's or agent's file reference 
10746-SH-PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below 


f 


International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/008881 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
24 June 2004 (24.06.2004) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
01 July 2003 (01,07.2003) 




Internationa] Patent Class.ification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 
See relevant Information in Form PCT/ISA/237 




Applicant 

SHARP KABUSHIKI KAISHA 



1. 


This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searciiing Authority under Rule 44 bis. 1 (a). 


2. 


This REPORT consists of a 


total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 




In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 


3. 


This report contains indications relating to the following items: 




1^ Box No. I 


Basis of the report 




1 1 Box No. n 


Priority 




1 1 Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 




1 1 Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




1^ Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 




1 1 Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 




1 1 BoxNo. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 




1 1 BoxNo.Vni 


Certain observations on the international application 


4. 


The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44^iy.3(c) and 93bisA but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date(Rule44/?w .2). 





Date of issuance of this report 
03 January 2006 (03.01 .2006) 


The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. 441 22 740 14 35 


Authorized officer 

Masashi Honda 

Telephone No. 441 22 338 70 10 
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